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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Amendment, received on 08/02/2004, has been entered. Claims 1-23 are 
presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

3. Claims 1-7, 9-19 and 21-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Yalcinalp, US Patent No. 6,507,857, and further in view of Boag et al. 
(Boag), US Patent No. 6,589,291. 

4. As to claims 1 and 13, Yalcinalp discloses a content transformation method 
operated in a client-server communication system, the method comprising: 

receiving a content request by a server from a client (col. 4, lines 49-67: 
application server 104 receives client requests); 
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performing a first stage content transformation to generate a first stage data 
layout based upon said content request (col. 5, lines 7-50: generating a transformed 
document for the user in response to the document request); 

performing a final stage content transformation to generate a presentation format 
based on a device used by said client (col. 5, line 65 - col. 6, line 13: the transformed 
document will be formatted based on client type, for example: the user client type might 
be a PDA or a browser on a PC). 

However, Yalcinalp does not explicitly disclose performing an intermediate stage 
content transforming using said first stage data layout to generate a intermediate data 
layout. In the specification, applicant described the intermediate stage comprises a 
browser-type substage based on the type of browser and internationalization stage 
which is a specific language used by the client. In the similar field of endeavor, Boag 
discloses selecting one or more style sheets based on variable factors such as the 
target device and browser or the selected style sheets may create output in a language 
appropriate for the wireless connection and the target device (col. 8, line 39 - col. 9, line 
49 and col. 10, lines 42-62). Since Boag discloses a method for dynamically 
determining the most appropriate location for applying style sheets on a client request 
depends on the capabilities of the client device, which is similar to processing a user 
request document to a transformed document and formatting the transformed document 
specific to the client specification of Yalcinalp, thus it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of 
Boag and Yalcinalp to include performing a intermediate stage content transforming 



Application/Control Number: 09/691 ,775 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2176 

using the first stage data layout to generate a intermediate data layout to provide a 
technique for increasing the applicability of style sheets when a style sheet tailored to a 
particular target environment is not readily available. 

5. As to claims 2 and 14, Yalcinalp and Boag (Yalcinalp-Boag) disclose wherein 
performing a first stage content transformation comprises retrieving data from a 
database (Yalcinalp, col. 5, lines 38-64). 

6. As to claims 3 and 15, Yalcinalp-Boag disclose wherein performing a first stage 
content transformation further comprises defining a set of first stage rules (Yalcinalp, 
col. 5, line 38 -col. 6, line 13). 

7. As to claims 4 and 16, Yalcinalp-Boag disclose wherein performing a first stage 
content transformation further comprises generating said first stage data layout by 
transforming said data using said first stage rules (Yalcinalp, col. 5, line 38 - col. 6, line 
13). 

8. As to claims 5 and 17, Boag discloses the step of performing an intermediate 
stage content transformation comprises performing at least one sub-stage to generate 
said intermediate stage data layout in col. 8, line 39 - col. 9, line 49 and col. 10, lines 
42-62: selecting one or more style sheets based on variable factors such as the target 
device and browser or the selected style sheets may create output in a language 



Application/Control Number: 09/691 ,775 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2176 

appropriate for the wireless connection and the target device. Since Boag discloses a 
method for dynamically determining the most appropriate location for applying style 
sheets on a client request depends on the capabilities of the client device, which is 
similar to processing a user request document to a transformed document and 
formatting the transformed document specific to the client specification of Yalcinalp, 
thus it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Boag and Yalcinalp to include 
performing a intermediate stage content transforming using the first stage data layout to 
generate a intermediate data layout to provide a technique for increasing the 
applicability of style sheets when a style sheet tailored to a particular target environment 
is not readily available. 

9. As to claims 6 and 18, Boag disclose wherein performing said at least one sub- 
stage comprises performing a browser-type stage using a set of browser-type rules (col. 
8, line 39 - col. 9, line 49 and col. 10, lines 42-62). Thus, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the 
teachings of Boag and Yalcinalp to include of performing one or more sub-stages 
comprises a step of performing a browser-type stage using a set of browser-type rules 
to provide a technique for increasing the applicability of style sheets when a style sheet 
tailored to a particular target environment is not readily available. 
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10. As to claims 7 and 19, Boag discloses wherein performing said at least one sub- 
stage comprises performing an internationalization stage using a set of 
internationalization rules (col. 9, line 50 - col. 10, line 62). Thus, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine 
the teachings of Boag and Yalcinalp to include of performing one or more sub-stages 
comprises a step of performing an internationalization stage using a set of 
internationalization rules to provide a technique for increasing the applicability of style 
sheets when a style sheet tailored to a particular target environment is not readily 
available. 

11. As to claims 9 and 21, Boag disclose wherein performing said at least one sub- 
stage comprises performing an optimization stage using a set of optimization rules 
(Boag, col. 7, line 58 - col. 8, line 36). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of 
Boag and Yalcinalp to include performing one or more sub-stages comprises a step of 
performing an optimization stage using a set of optimization rules. Boag suggests that 
using optimizing transformations preferably reduce the amount of content contained in a 
document before transmitting the document to the device for style sheet application and 
rendering of the document for presentation. 

12. As to claims 10 and 22, Yalcinalp-Boag disclose wherein performing a final stage 
content transformation comprises defining a set of final stage rules (Yalcinalp, col. 5, 
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line 65 - col. 6, line 13: the transformed document will be formatted based on client 
type, for example: the user client type might be a PDA or a browser on a PC). 

13. As to claims 11 and 23, Yalcinalp-Boag disclose wherein defining a set of final 
stage rules comprises using said content request to define the final stage rules 
(Yalcinalp, col. 5, line 65 - col. 6, line 13: the transformed document will be formatted 
based on client type, for example: the user client type might be a PDA or a browser on a 
PC). 

14. As to claim 12, Yalcinalp-Boag disclose wherein the content transformation is 
XSLT based content transformation using an XSLT engine (Yalcinalp, Abstract). 

15. Claims 8 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yalcinalp and Boag as applied to claims 1-7, 9-19 and 21-23 above, and further in view 
of Thumetal. (Thum), US Patent No. 6,616,700. 

16. As to claims 8 and 20, Yalcinalp-Boag disclose the limitations as discussed 
above. However, Yalcinalp and Boag do not explicitly disclose wherein the step of 
performing one or more sub-stages comprises a step of performing a user profile stage 
using a set of user profile rules. In the same field of endeavor, Thum discloses a user 
can define the content to be delivered in a presentation based on the person's 
preferences (profile) by checking user profile to determine what kind of data is required 
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for presentation (col. 4, line 63 - col. 6, line 50). Thus, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the 
teachings of Thum and Yalcinalp-Boag to include performing one or more sub-stages 
comprises a step of performing a user profile stage using a set of user profile rules in 
order to enhance the system. 

Response to Arguments 

In the remarks, Applicant(s) argued in substance that 

A) "It is pointed out that neither Yalcinalp or Boag et al. make any suggestion of: 

"performing an intermediate stage content transformation using said first stage 
data layout to generate an intermediate data layout; and 

performing a final stage content transformation using said intermediate data 
layout to generate a presentation format based on a device used by said client", 
as is cited in claims 1 and 13." (see page 9 of remarks) 

As to point A, in response to applicant's argument that there is no suggestion to 
combine the references, the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be 
established by combining or modifying the teachings of the prior art to produce the 
claimed invention where there is some teaching, suggestion, or motivation to do so 
found either in the references themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one 
of ordinary skill in the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 
1988) and In re Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). 
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In this case, Yalcinalp discloses performing a first stage content transformation to 
generate a first stage data layout based upon said content request (col. 5, lines 7-50: 
generating a transformed document for the user in response to the document request); 

performing a final stage content transformation to generate a presentation format 
based on a device used by said client (col. 5, line 65 - col. 6, line 13: the transformed 
document will be formatted based on client type, for example: the user client type might 
be a PDA or a browser on a PC). 

However, Yalcinalp does not explicitly disclose performing an intermediate stage 
content transforming using said first stage data layout to generate a intermediate data 
layout. In the specification, applicant described the intermediate stage comprises a 
browser-type substage based on the type of browser and internationalization stage 
which is a specific language used by the client. In the similar field of endeavor, Boag 
discloses selecting one or more style sheets based on variable factors such as the 
target device and browser or the selected style sheets may create output in a language 
appropriate for the wireless connection and the target device (col. 8, line 39 - col. 9, line 
49 and col. 10, lines 42-62). Since Boag discloses a method for dynamically 
determining the most appropriate location for applying style sheets on a client request 
depends on the capabilities of the client device, which is similar to processing a user 
request document to a transformed document and formatting the transformed document 
specific to the client specification of Yalcinalp, thus it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of 
Boag and Yalcinalp to include performing a intermediate stage content transforming 
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using the first stage data layout to generate a intermediate data layout to provide a 
technique for increasing the applicability of style sheets when a style sheet tailored to a 
particular target environment is not readily available. 

B) "The addition of the markup language presentation system of Thum et al. does not 
cure the deficiencies in the teachings of Yalcinalp and Boag et al." (see page 11 of 
remarks) 

As to point B, Examiner rejected claims 8 and 20 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Yalcinalp and Boag as applied to claims 1-7, 9-19 and 21-23 
above, and further in view of Thum et al. (Thum), US Patent No. 6,616,700. Yalcinalp- 
Boag disclose the limitations as discussed above. However, Yalcinalp and Boag do not 
explicitly disclose wherein the step of performing one or more sub-stages comprises a 
step of performing a user profile stage using a set of user profile rules. In the same field 
of endeavor, Thum discloses a user can define the content to be delivered in a 
presentation based on the person's preferences (profile) by checking user profile to 
determine what kind of data is required for presentation (col. 4, line 63 - col. 6, line 50). 
Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Thum and Yalcinalp-Boag to include 
performing one or more sub-stages comprises a step of performing a user profile stage 
using a set of user profile rules in order to enhance the system. 
1 7. Applicant's arguments filed 08/02/2004 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Please see the rejection and response to arguments above. 
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THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chau Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4092. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 am - 5:00 pm Mon-FrL 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Feild, can be reached on (571) 272-4090. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Chau Nguyen 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2176 
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